
The Hoofprint
Equipping for Success

If you haven’t seen them, you have probably heard them, the geese are moving north signaling warming
weather on the horizon. Or at least, we hope. The back and forth temperatures are indicative of the school
days this time of year. Elementary students are itching to get back to regular outdoor recess without being
told to “Put your coat on!” and high school students are already smelling the freedom of summer. This can
lead to some interesting days inside the building, but the optimism of consistently warmer weather is
showing signs of life after a snowy winter. 

One thing that has been consistent at school is looking for ways to make data informed decision making
more accessible to our teachers. The school utilizes NWEA MAPS testing to track progress three times a
year through standardized testing. These tests range from Language Usage, Reading, Science and Math.
These tests are also adaptive meaning they that questions vary based on student performance. Within
each test, skills are broken down into sub groups allowing teachers and staff to begin working to help
students improve in gap areas. While not all areas can be hit at once, the data allows us to begin chipping
away at skill deficiencies. Currently, accessibility comes through paging through report after report.
Something that we are looking into currently is programs to upload data to that will present the
information into single pages that will save hours of work for our staff so they can focus on what is most
important, bringing learning to their students. We are excited about the potential of this not only for the
automaticity, but also because the role of our teachers has expanded immensely the past ten years, but
time in a day has not. 

Speaking of bringing the best education possible to students, we have numerous teachers of English and
Language Arts participating in LETRS (Language Essentials for Teachers of Reading and Spelling) and
Science of Reading Training. These trainings are intensive and provide skills based on research for
teaching reading based on Phoneme Awareness (Word Sounds) and building immense background
knowledge to be able to speak and comprehend what it is that a student is reading. This aligns with the
School Improvement Goal of raising comprehension levels to 80% or above by 2026-2027 school year
(currently at 47%). If you are interested in reading more about LETRS, this article from Education Week
sums it up pretty well: https://www.edweek.org/teaching-learning/letrs-program-teacher-training. 
If you are interested in learning more about the Science of Reading:
https://www.thereadingleague.org/what-is-the-science-of-reading/ 

If you have questions about anything, please feel free to contact me and I will be happy to have a
conversation about any of this or anything else. Reading can be a difficult skill, but both myself and our
staff want to truly PREPARE STUDENTS FOR SUCCESS… and we are trying to best equip ourselves and the
district with the best tools and knowledge out there to do that. 

Greg Schroeder                                                                                  greg.schroeder@longhornpower.org
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Shickley Preschool Sneak-a-Peek and Kindergarten Round Up

Shickley Public School is having their annual Preschool Sneak-a-Peek and Kindergarten
Round Up for future Preschool students who are three (3) before July 31st, 2024 and
Kindergarten students who are 5 years of age before July 31st, 2024. If interested, we
ask that students attend Sneak-a-Peek on Monday, March 4th from 8:30am- 11:30am and
bring your child’s birth certificate and immunization records. At Sneak-a-Peek, students
will get the opportunity to meet the classroom teachers and experience the preschool
classroom. Parents will complete paperwork, have a parent meeting and pick children up
at 10:30. Hope to see you there!

During February the first graders learned about the life of
Abraham Lincoln and George Washington.  They focused on
how their decisions influenced America’s history.  The
students sang songs, listened to books, and watched videos
about both presidents.  Finally, they filled out a Venn diagram
to compare and contrast their lives.  

In math they focused on understanding how to compare
numbers using different signs and how to add and subtract 10
from any number.  In reading the children learned about how
animals work in teams to help them survive in nature. 

1st grade News

The Shickley Speech Team 
has been competitive through the season as
they prepare for their upcoming district
meet.  So far this season, the team has
competed at Wilber-Clatonia, Aurora, Sutton,
CRC at Hampton, and McCool Junction.  

Results thus far are as follows: Trindi
Oswald–7th in Novice Humorous Prose at
Aurora; Grace Tobias–6th Place at Sutton,
3rd Place at CRC, and 2nd Place in
Informative Speaking at McCool Junction.

The team travels to Fairbury March 2 for
their final meet before districts March 12 at
Lincoln Southwest, hoping to qualify for
state March 22 in Kearney.  The students will
perform for the public on the evening of
Monday, March 11. 



High School Math
In our math classroom, students have been
diving into various interesting math topics,
sparking their interest in problem-solving and
logic! In pre-algebra, they’ve been learning how
to solve systems of linear equations. We have
been learning and applying solving by graphing,
substitution, and elimination.  

Meanwhile, in geometry, our hardworking
students have been exploring all things
triangles. We have been preparing for a test that
relates triangles to their sides, segments, and
angles. The students have been bisecting angles
and lines, and identifying the important points of
convergence. We are looking forward to moving
on from triangles and will begin looking at all
kinds of polygons next! 

In Algebra 2, polynomial equations have taken
the spotlight. Students are using operations on
polynomials to write, graph, and compare
functions in real-world situations. We have been
using theorems, in Algebra 2 we finally use the
“Fundamental Theorem of Algebra”, to identify
the x-intercepts and understand the relationship
between the coefficients and the degree of the
function. 

I am excited for the rest of the semester and the
start of Track and Field!

Friday, February 23 was a big day for our
Junior High and Elementary band students. 27
students traveled to Davenport for the annual
Instrumental Music Contest. Each concert
band prepared and performed one piece for
two judges, then received ratings, comments
and a short teaching session from one of the
experts. Our 5th Grade Band, 6th Grade Band,
and Junior High Band each received an
“Excellent” Rating (II). Everyone learned a lot!

In addition to Concert Band, each elementary
student performed a solo. Junior High
students were given a choice to do a solo or
small group performance. Several of our
students earned “Superior” Ratings (I). 
 Cameron Wilson- Trombone Solo
 Baylor Whitmore- Snare Drum Solo
 Cortlen Rippe- Snare Drum Solo
 Nora Noel- Snare Drum Solo
 Adrianna Morris-Vernon- Tenor Sax Solo
 Rileigh Carlson- Snare Drum Solo
 Josh Schlegel- Piano Solo
 Jeremiah Schlegel- Piano Solo
 Alex Wiseman- Snare Drum Solo
 Brooks Kresser- Alto Sax Solo
 Nora Noel- Piano Solo
 Lynzie Schultz- Alto Sax Solo

We also want to give a huge heartfelt thanks
to Judy Lichti for accompanying some of the
students on the piano, as well as Gwen
Schultz and Zac Schlegel for driving and
chaperoning the event. We could not have
done it without their help. 

Davenport Music Contest

Shickley seniors joined the seniors from Sandy
Creek and Lawrence-Nelson at CCC for Mock
Interviews and an Etiquette Dinner on February
27.  Each student was interviewed and evaluated  
by a professional from an industry closely related
to their field of choice.  After the interviews
concluded, students received etiquette
instruction over lunch at the Woodland’s Dining
Room on the CCC campus.  The meal was
prepared and served by students in the CCC
hospitality and tourism program.  This experience
is a culminating piece of the Career Readiness
course at Shickley Public School.







Shickley Public School
PO Box 407

104 East Murray Street
Shickley NE 68436

It's a great day to be a
Longhorn!

Preparing Students for
Success

Upcoming Dates
March 4 - Prek  & K Sneak a

Peak
March 8 - No School

March 23 - Prom
April 2 - Last Day Plant Sales
April 5 - Grandparents Day


